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THE AMBER ROAD

The route is known today as the Amber Road; 
however, its original name in antiquity has not been 
preserved in historical sources. The Amber Road was 
one of the most important trade and military routes 
of ancient Europe, connecting the northern Baltic 
regions with the Mediterranean world, extending as 
far as the Adriatic Sea. It passed through what is now 
Central Europe—including the territories of Austria, 
Hungary, and Slovenia—with a signifi cant section 
running across Transdanubia, within the Roman 

province of Pannonia.

The route was named after amber, a valuable 
commodity originating from the Baltic region, which 
was highly prized in antiquity. The road served not 
only as a trade route but also held strategic impor-
tance for the Roman Empire: it functioned as a 
military corridor and as part of the broader transpor-

tation network linking the empire’s provinces.

Along the route, a chain of cities, settlements, and 
road stations developed, providing support, rest, 
and supplies for travelers, merchants, and soldiers. 
Savaria (modern-day Szombathely), located in 
Western Pannonia, played a particularly important 
role along this route. It was connected to several 
key sites, including Dozmat, Nemescsó, Schandorf, 
Strebersdorf, and Deutschkreutz, extending all the 

way to the region of Lake Fertő.



SAVARIA
SZOMBATHELY, VAS COUNTY, HU

Savaria was an important city of the ancient Roman Empire 
in the province of Pannonia. It was situated along the 
Amber Road, a trade route connecting the North European 
and Mediterranean worlds, which also served as a military 
marching route and a primary road for merchants and 
travelers from distant provinces. Savaria’s success and 
signifi cance were due to its location along the Amber 
Road. The city was founded in the middle of the 1st century 
AD during the reign of Emperor Claudius. At that time, it 
became a fl ourishing economic and cultural center as the 
provincial capital.



SOUTHERN CITY GATE

Along the Amber Road, road stations, settlements, and 
military posts were established at specifi c intervals. Near 
settlements, the cambered road was paved with basalt 
stone slabs; on less populated sections, a gravel-packed 
surface was created, with a drainage ditch likely running 
alongside. Those arriving from Italy approached Savaria 
through the southern part of the city. They entered the city 
through a massive gate located at the intersection of the 
city wall and the basalt-paved Amber Road.



ISEUM

The Isis sanctuary in Savaria was a monumental religious 
complex built in Roman times to honor the goddess Isis 
of Egyptian origin. In the 2nd–3rd centuries, the sanctuary 
consisted of a massive colonnaded entrance hall and a 
multi-level inner courtyard surrounded on three sides by 
a colonnade (porticus). Based on the excavated remains, 
the Iseum of Savaria was one of the largest Isis temples in 
the Roman Empire, playing a vital role in the religious life 
of not only the city but likely a larger region. The earliest 
timber-framed structure was built in the 1st century AD, 
while it attained its monumental stone-walled form in the 
2nd–3rd centuries. In Late Antiquity, the area of the cult site 
was already used as a cemetery and a 
source of building materials.

Goddess Isis, the goddess of mother-
hood and fertility of Egyptian origin, 
with her constant symbol, the 
sistrum, in her hand.

source of building materials.
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DOZMAT - VAS COUNTY, HU 

AQUAEDUCTUS /  AQUEDUCT

On the outskirts of Dozmat, in the area of the current fl ood 
protection reservoir, archaeologists discovered a unique 
Roman fi nd: a section of a nearly two-thousand-year-old 
aqueduct. This underground channel, built of slate 
stones, once provided the water supply for ancient Savaria 
(modern-day Szombathely). The structure, covered with an 
inverted U-shaped arch, was insulated on the inside with 
a special waterproof layer. The 23 km long line delivered 
clean spring water from the Kőszeg Mountains to the city’s 
baths and public fountains using gravity.



SCHANDORF - BURGENLAND, AT

BURG – ROMAN VILLA ESTATE

The Roman site excavated near Schandorf-Burg was likely 
an extensively and intensively used settlement part in the 
Savaria region. Geophysical surveys revealed traces of at 
least three buildings, alongside several kilns and work areas 
related to economic activities, suggesting the site functi-
oned as a villa estate or rural settlement. Based on the 
finds, it was an important, well-organized economic center 
during the Roman Imperial period, connected to the local 
road network. A unique feature of the excavation is that, 
alongside Roman objects, traces of a presumably earlier 
prehistoric tumulus (burial mound) were found, showing 
the landscape was inhabited for a long duration.



NEMESCSÓ - VAS COUNTY, HU 

ROMAN ROAD STATION

The road station at Nemescsó was characterized by a large, 
partially covered inner courtyard and lateral, tower-like 
rooms, which served as resting places and accommodation 
for long-distance travelers. Built in the 2nd century AD, it 
primarily provided fresh horses and provisions for state 
couriers and those on military missions, though wealthy 
travelers and merchants likely also used its services. Excava-
tions show a complex of several buildings with an inner 
courtyard, demonstrating the advanced nature of Roman 
transport infrastructure. The location of such stations was 
adapted to the daily distance covered by couriers, playing a 
key role in the empire’s administration.



STREBERSDORF - BURGENLAND, AT

MILITARY CAMP

During research by the Austrian Archaeological Institute 
(ÖAW/ÖAI) in the area of Strebersdorf and Frankenau, 
remains of a Roman military post and settlement (vicus) 
were found directly along the Amber Road. Strebersdorf 
was a key settlement on the important middle section 
of the Amber Road, halfway between the cities of Savaria 
(Szombathely) and Scarbantia (Sopron). Research indicates 
the camp’s first period was built under the reigns of 
Augustus and Tiberius (first third of the 1st century AD); it 
was later rebuilt several times, and after the military was 
relocated, a civilian settlement flourished here. Its location 
was strategically important, as the military presence 
ensured control over transit traffic and the protection of 
the territory.



DEUTSCHKREUTZ - BURGENLAND, AT

ROMAN VILLA AND BATH

In the area of Deutschkreutz, archaeologists found the 
remains of a Roman villa estate (villa rustica) located 
near the Amber Road. Alongside several residential and 
economic buildings, they uncovered details of a bath 
building (balneum), which was an essential part of Roman 
daily life, hygiene, and social interaction. Based on the 
excavations, the villa’s bath was considered outstanding 
among rural buildings, suggesting the estate owners not 
only conducted agricultural activities but also ensured 
significant comfort and quality of life for themselves.



FERTŐRÁKOS - GYŐR-MOSON-SOPRON COUNTY, HU 

MITHRAEUM

The Mithraeum of Fertőrákos is a cave sanctuary from the 
Roman period dedicated to the god Mithras, associated 
with the sun-god cult. The sanctuary was discovered by 
accident in 1866: stonemason György Malleschitz and 
Ferenc Stornó Sr. cleared the earth and vegetation from the 
cavity where the cultic space was hidden. A defining feature 
of the Mithras temple is the relief depicting the bull-slaying 
scene (tauroctony), where Mithras slays the bull, flanked by 
other mythical figures like two torch-bearers and symbols 
of the Sun and Moon. This scene is the central iconogra-
phic element of the Mithraic mystery religion. Followers of 
the Mithras cult formed a secretive, initiation-based male 
community, mostly consisting of soldiers and civil servants.





FURTHER READING:

Iseum Savariense Research Centre and Archaeological 

Collection

http://iseum.savariamuseum.hu/

Savaria Museum
http://www.savariamuseum.hu/

ArcheON Treasure Map & Travel Guide, as well as the 

Application

https://www.interreg-athu.eu/hu/archeon/

Colonies and Municipia
romaikor.hu

Roman-era Aqueduct Discovered in Dozmat
vaol.hu

Amber Road: Transit Route and Military Presence
oeaw.ac.at

Der Masterplan Archäologie für das Burgenland
https://landesmuseum-burgenland.at/archaeologie/

masterplan-archaeologie/

Tauroctony relief of Fertőrákos
mithraeum.eu
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